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Midvale Elementary School   - Programme Of Inquiry                             

An International Baccalaureate School


	Level
	An inquiry into
          Who We Are
An inquiry into: the  nature of the self; beliefs and values;  personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human

	An inquiry into
Where We Are In Place and Time

An inquiry into: orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives
	An inquiry into
 How We Express Ourselves

An inquiry into: the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic
2nd: culture, beliefs, & values
K: discover/express ideas 
	An inquiry into
   How the World Works
An inquiry into:  the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment
Pre-K: natural world & laws
	An inquiry into
How We Organize Ourselves
An inquiry into: the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment

	An inquiry into
   Sharing the Planet
An inquiry into: rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities


	Grade 5

	Central idea: Humans are dependent on one another to maintain a healthy society.
Lines of inquiry:
*How restricting freedoms can negatively affect health (causation)
*Understanding how healthy body systems benefit society (function)

*How interpersonal communication builds community through strengthening mental, social, and spiritual health (connection)

PBL: EDP & EIE Kit
	Central idea: Actions have global effects.
Lines of inquiry:
*how people shape different governmental philosophies (causation)
*changing roles in society as a result of tumultuous world events (change)

*how humans cause physical and chemical changes (form)

PBL: Hydraulic Engineering
	Central idea: Forms of expression evolve.
Lines of inquiry:
*how culture changed post WWI (change)
*how we can express ourselves through learned behavior (perspective)
*verbal and non-verbal communication (form)
PBL: Garage Band – Audio Engineering
	Central idea: Advances in technology change the world.
Lines of inquiry:
*Societal changes due to technology (change)
*The role of technology in intervening and controlling natural disasters (responsibility)

*How digital literacy has changed the way we communicate and share ideas (connection)

PBL: EV3 – Electro Magnets
	Central idea: Well-organized systems can make a positive impact.
Lines of inquiry:
*how economic factors can affect government systems (function)
*relationship between electrical and magnet systems and their applications (connections)
*the application of systems of measurement (perspective)

	Central idea: Acknowledging the past shapes our future.
Lines of inquiry:
*how understanding civil rights for all makes the world a better place (causation)
*global ramifications of political actions (perspective)

*connectedness helps foster global understanding (connection)



	    Grade 4

	Central Idea:
Decision-making is guided by sharing and understanding beliefs and values.

Lines of inquiry:

*the influence of community decision-making on cultures (function)

*scientific investigations (form)

* expressing understanding of multiple perspectives and diversity through collaborative writing (perspective)
	Central Idea:  

Our understanding of home is changed by knowledge gained on journeys.

Lines of inquiry:

*exploration leads to obstacles and accomplishments (causation)

*how past explorations influence present-day discoveries (function)

*the economic motivations behind journeys throughout history (connection)


	Central Idea: 

Creativity expressed in many different ways helps humankind advance.

Lines of inquiry:

*how the arts (visual, performance, written) reflect societal change and revolution (connection)

*the link between creativity and inventions (function)

*expression conveys ideas and emotions 


	Central Idea: 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Math allow us to understand our world and how we live in it.

Lines of inquiry:

*how machines help people do work (function)

*the development of weather observation tools and their impact (form)

*how machines and technology changed westward expansion (change)


	Central Idea: 

The evolution of societal structures is necessary to ensure viability.

Lines of inquiry:

*governments change over time (change)

*factors that affect organisms (form)

*the many functions of writing (function)


	Central Idea: 

Oppositional relationships can be resolved by action.

Lines of inquiry:

*how change impacts ecosystem (change)

*the necessity of equality within relationships (responsibility)

*how individual actions impact a group (reflection)

	Grade 3

	Central Idea:  Human beings design processes to guide them to solve problems.

Lines of inquiry:

*what it means to be a writer (form)

*the engineer design process and how it is applies to a problem (causation)

*reinforces academic and social skills by building community (connection)


	Central Idea: Our place and time in the world is transformed through discoveries and explorations.

Lines of Inquiry

*Topographical features influence where and how people live around the world (function)

*The discovery of how magnets can be used to benefit mankind (causation)  

*cultural and geographic systems and how they are transformed through new discoveries (connection)


	Central Idea: 

Effective communication can be an agent of change.

Lines of inquiry:

 *using facts found through research to support opinion writing (form)

*ways in which historical figures brought change to the world (responsibility)

*how technology can increase effectiveness of communicating (function)


	Central Idea: 

Understanding the interconnectedness of cycles helps humans discover the world around us.

Lines of inquiry:

*how rocks, minerals, and soil are formed and changed in a cycle according to environmental conditions (change)

*how wants and needs are satisfied through the economic cycle (causation)

*the writing process (form)


	Central Idea: 

Societies are affected by systems.

Lines of inquiry:

*why humans create government (function)

*how organisms are dependent upon their habitats (connection)

* The effects of conservation and pollution on ecosystems (locally and internationally) (causation)


	Central Idea: 

Relationships within communities are mutually beneficial.

Lines of inquiry:

*how the environment creates a need to manipulate heat to benefit mankind (function)

*how communities use action to  create change (change)

*how individuals unite to bring about positive change (reflection)



	Grade 2

	Central Idea: Relationships are a balance between rights and responsibilities.

Lines of inquiry:

*actions reflect an understanding of your rights and responsibilities (causation)

*shared rights and responsibilities reflect a person’s culture (function)

*Prominent peacemakers demonstrate responsibility through action (responsibility) 


	Central Idea:  

Past civilizations lay the foundation for the future.

Lines of inquiry:

*The culture and community of different civilizations (form)

*Technology throughout the ages and its impact (function)

*The connection between past civilization and current culture (connection)


	Central Idea: 

Cultures express their beliefs and values through storytelling.

Lines of inquiry:

 *Storytelling connects groups to their cultures (connection)

*The use of storytelling to express the beliefs and values of a community (function)

*Scientific explanations versus folklore (change)


	Central Idea: Our world is in a state of constant change.

Lines of inquiry:

*changes that occur in matter (change)

*many ways we use numbers (time, money, measurement etc.) to represent different concepts (form)

*the function of various tools used to craft a written piece (function)


	Central Idea: Organizations promote involvement and responsibility.

Lines of inquiry:

*concept of government (form)

 *the nature of persuasion (function)

*organizations as a way to educate and share ideas (responsibility)


	Central Idea: 

As living things grow and change, they adapt to survive.

Lines of inquiry:

*How plants and animals adapt or respond to environmental conditions (function)

*technological adaptations (change) 

*economic adaptations (perspective)



	Grade 1

	Central Idea: Each individual is unique and has an effect on the world in which they live.

Lines of Inquiry:

*Our family history.(connection)

*How heritage makes an individual unique.(function)

*What effect a person can have on groups to which they belong.(responsibility) 


	Central Idea: Learning about the past influences our future.
Lines of Inquiry:

*famous historical figures and how their paths affect us today (causation)

*how light and sound can be used to improve life (change)

*contributions to society are impacted by an individual history (perspective)


	Central Idea: People express themselves in various ways.

Lines of Inquiry:

*what does it mean to express yourself (form)

*why do you express yourself (function).

*the different ways ideas can be expressed (perspective)

	Central Idea: Patterns change and affect the world.

Lines of Inquiry:

*Weather patterns found in the world (form)

*Patterns found in nature (function)

*Disruption of a pattern and its effect on the world (change)


	Central Idea: Giving time and resources impacts a community to make it a better place.
 Lines of Inquiry:

*What are our responsibilities as members of a community? (reflection) 

*Volunteerism – how can we help? (responsibility)

*How positive actions contribute to a caring community (connection)


	Central Idea: 

Change affects systems.
Lines of Inquiry:

*The importance of ecosystems & why we protect them (responsibility)

*Peoples’ contributions & activities affect systems in various ways (change)

*Understanding of number systems provides a common language. (function)



	Kindergarten

	Central Idea: Beliefs and values are expressed through culture.

 Lines of Inquiry: 

*The function of cultural holidays/celebrations (function)

*The past, present, and future are connected through cultural expression (connection)

*Cultural norms depend on perspective for understanding (perspective)


	Central Idea: Local and global perspectives are developed through the understanding of geographical location.

Lines of Inquiry: 

*understanding one’s physical location in the world (connection) 

*Maps, globes, and other models provide different perspectives of place (perspective)

*a group’s culture is affected by where they live (change)


	Central Idea: Symbols help us express ideas.

Lines of Inquiry: 

*structure and meaning of various symbols (form)

*reasons for symbols (function)

*uses of symbols as forms of communication (perspective)


	Central Idea: The world moves in many ways.

Lines of Inquiry: 

*why patterns of time change (causation)

*change can be represented through numbers in many ways (change)

*relationship between an object’s physical attributes and its motion (function)


	Central Idea: Exchange is necessary to form a community.

Lines of Inquiry: 

*what is exchanged in a community (form)

*the relationship between goods/services and income (function)

*responsibilities within communities (responsibility) 


	Central Idea: Living and non-living thing share the planet.

Lines of Inquiry: 

*the observable differences between living organisms and non-living things (form)

*how living and non-living things respond to environmental factors (causation)

*how humans are responsible for taking care of living/non-living things (responsibility)



	Pre K

	Central Idea: People need to take care of themselves to grow their bodies and minds.

 Lines of Inquiry: 

*The human body and how to keep it healthy (form)

*The five senses (connection)

*Germs (causation)


	
	Central idea: Holidays and traditions are a way to express ourselves and connect to the past.

Lines of inquiry:

*Family holidays and traditions (function)

*Ways people celebrate holidays and traditions (form)

*Similarities and differences between various holidays and traditions (perspective)
	Central Idea: Life extends beyond my community into the rainforest.
Lines of Inquiry: 

*What is found in the rainforest (form)

*Animal and plants dependence on one another (connection)

*human responsibility in protecting the rainforest (responsibility)


	
	Central Idea: Citizens care for the community and the Earth in which they live.
Lines of Inquiry: 

*Responsibility in caring for the Earth (responsibility)
*How recycling helps the Earth (connection)
*Pollution and the effects on our community (causation)





