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Midvale Elementary School                                

An International Baccalaureate School


Assessment Policy
Beliefs:
Midvale Elementary School believes that assessment drives instruction by providing feedback to inform practice. The primary goal of assessment at Midvale is to guide the planning and instructional support process to enhance student learning. Assessment is used to gather information about students’ knowledge, skills and abilities. A variety of assessment methods are necessary to meet the needs of the whole child. At Midvale assessment is on-going, collaborative and reflective, often involving real-world and critical thinking skills that promote inquiry.
Purpose:
· to collect data to drive instruction

· to identify student’ strengths and weaknesses

· to individualize instruction

· to track student progress

· provide feedback on the learning process

· inform practice

· assess progress

· assess the process of inquiry

· demonstrates mastery of skills

· collaborative work

· provide data on students’ knowledge

· provide data on students’ skills

· provide data on students’ conceptual understanding

Types:
The types of assessment used at Midvale are formative and summative assessments.  Formative assessment is linked to instruction and learning and provides instant and frequent feedback on the learning process.  Summative assessment allows the learner to show what they have learned at the conclusion of the teaching or learning process.  Formative and summative assessments are linked to PYP units of inquiry along with identifying and assessing specific Georgia Standards of Excellence.
Strategies:
At Midvale Elementary School we use:

· presentations

· group work

· formal/written tests

· open ended questions/tasks (EX: genius hour)
· teacher modeling

· projects
· problem-based learning 
· technology

· tests and quizzes

· informal observations

Tools:
A variety of tools are used in assessment at Midvale such as:

· anecdotal records

· classroom observation

· rubrics (teacher and student created)

· peer review

· individual review

· portfolios

· checklists

· exemplars
Documentation:
 Each teacher is required to keep an individual student IB portfolio of work for each unit of inquiry.  The purpose of the portfolio is to keep track of each student’s growth through the transdisciplinary themes over time, as well as provide teachers and students an opportunity for reflection.  The portfolio provides information to parents, teachers and students on student progress.  Teachers keep portfolios for writing samples and for the PYP.  Work that goes into the portfolios is chosen by the teacher and student, collaboratively.  Portfolios are kept from year to year and move up with the student.

In addition to keeping portfolios for students, teachers assess students using the Learner Profile Reporting Form.  This document is an addendum to the official report card given by DeKalb County School District.  The Learner Profile Reporting form is completed by the teachers in grades Pre-K through 2nd.  Grades 3-5 work with the students to provide a collaborative report card. This assessment is to accentuate the positive as well as offer areas that need improvement.

Conferences:
Parent/Teacher Conferences are held four times throughout the school year.  Special Education Conferences are held twice a year. Each conference is an opportunity to address strengths, weaknesses and concerns for the year to come.  School documentation is required at each conference.
Student/Teacher Conferences are held regularly in the classrooms.  Documentation occurs as needed.
Student-led conferences with parents are held once a year to share the student portfolio.

Assessment Review:
These agreements for assessment are reviewed annually. 


