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Midvale Elementary School                                
An International Baccalaureate School

Midvale Elementary School

Language Policy

This policy outlines our beliefs and values about language learning and teaching at Midvale Elementary School. Instructional representatives have created the content of this document.

Philosophy

At Midvale, we believe that languages are powerful instruments for learning, communication and self-expression. They are an expression of cultural identity. We believe that all children bring the universal skill of language to their learning and should be supported, developed and valued. Therefore, all instructors at Midvale are teachers of language. We know that language is best taught when it is incorporated into engaging curriculum that promotes inquiry and allows for real-world connections. Language development is an ongoing process with emphasis on:

Oral Communication:

· Listening as a means of communicating effectively.

· Speaking as a way of transferring language from school to home

Written Communication:

· Reading to develop understanding and knowledge of the world

· Writing to communicate different ideas, opinions, and perspectives

Visual Communication:

· Viewing to create a purposeful learning environment
· Presenting as an expression of knowledge acquired
The process includes the language of instruction, the school’s second language (Spanish), and the learner’s mother tongue facilitated through open-minded, inquiry-based learning.
Elementary School Language Profile
*based upon August, 2016 numbers

	Language
	Number  of Students

	Amharic
	8

	Arabic
	6

	Bangla
	1

	Chinese
	3

	Dinka
	1

	English
	291

	English/Non-American
	5

	Ewe
	1

	French
	4

	German
	2

	Korean
	2

	Nepali
	1

	Russian
	1

	Somalian
	1

	Spanish
	66

	Tigrinya
	2

	Turkish
	2

	Vietnamese
	5

	Total
	400


Practices

The Language of Instruction

Pre-Kindergarten

Students that do not speak English at the start of the school year do not receive English Second Language services, but master the language quickly through immersion.  Essential agreements are taught using pictures and symbols.  Students learn letter recognition and sounds by participating in centers and by using listening stations in addition to direct instruction. They participate in a writing center for letter recognition. Language is taught as part of a conceptual program, drawing on students’ schema and cultural identity. 

Kindergarten through Second Grade

The primary language of instruction is English. Spanish is emphasized through our Spanish program, facilitated through our Spanish instructor. The use of mother tongue to make connections via reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing skills in the K-2 PYP classroom at Midvale is viewed as a way to transfer concepts and make authentic connections.  Midvale knows that the mastery of language skills is essential for enrichment and lifelong learning. Students need multiple opportunities to build essential skills in the classroom. The following are the components of our language-based instruction:

· Reading: 

· Concepts of print:  environmental print, choral reading, word walls, word families, use of big books, morning message, digital books and images

· Phonics/phonemic awareness:  rhyming words, poetry, songs, literacy centers, phonics-based instruction, multimedia instruction, small group instruction, repetition

· Fluency: running records, iPad fluency apps, repetition, reader’s theater, shared reading, leveled books
· Vocabulary: explicit vocabulary instruction using pictures, definitions and multi-media 
· Comprehension:  guided reading, graphic organizers, leveled books, independent reading, explicit comprehension instruction, dual language books, books in mother tongue

· Writing: Writer’s Workshop, daily journal, reflections, reports, graphic organizers (webs, venn diagrams), student created books, research findings, inquiry journals

· Listening/Speaking/Viewing: show and tell, author’s chair, listening center, role play, oral presentations, group projects displayed, Bookflix, TrueFlix, digital resources

Through these language components, students build meaning and develop global understanding of the world around them by making connections to their lives.

Third Grade through Fifth Grade

To support language in grades 3-5, teachers and support staff utilize a variety of methods in an inquiry-based classroom setting.  In order to differentiate instruction and meet all learning styles, students are actively engaged in the following learning experiences: 
· Writer’s Workshop

· Read Alouds (chapter books)

· Novel Studies

· Science and Social Studies Concepts through Guided Reading Groups

· Close Readings

· Graphic Organizers

· Shared Reading and Writing

· Poetry

· Inquiry Projects

· Journal Writing

· Digital Media (online books, articles, Edmodo, Google docs, blogs, videos, etc.)

· Writing With a Purpose

· Presentations
· Problem-Based Learning Activities/Projects
Students’ learning is enhanced through language support strategies such as phonics, phonemic awareness, vocabulary, spelling, grammar, writing, and mother tongue resources (EX: vocabulary, books, writing, etc.).  Learners continue to construct meaning through language.

Pre-Kindergarten through Fifth Grade

Language standards are integrated through the Units of Inquiry.  The students are exposed to a variety of leveled reading and multicultural literature. Connections Teachers (Music, Art, Spanish, Physical Education and Technology) deepen understanding through exposure to a variety of language mediums. The Media Center provides a rich source for learning which includes research skills, access to resources, collaboration, and digital literacies.  Oral, written and visual communication skills are practiced throughout the transdisciplinary curriculum. Practice is important and students are given multiple opportunities and ways to develop skills without penalty. Midvale believes that students learn best when given opportunities to fail without repercussions, instead focusing on reflection and action. Formal and informal assessment are used as a means of student, teacher and school reflection.

Support Services

At Midvale we recognize that due to diverse backgrounds and prior educational experiences, students’ come to school with unique and diverse needs. We meet the need for added support through the use of:

· Response to Intervention (RTI): A team of specialists (teachers, counselors, school psychologist, administrators and parents) are available to evaluate a child’s academic/social needs in order to obtain pertinent information that will problem solve specific areas of concern. The goal is to identify strategies and programs that will positively impact the student’s learning experience. 

· English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL): ESOL is a push-in support service where the primary teachers works collaboratively with an ESOL specialist teacher to differentiate, support and enhance learning for students that have a primary language other than English. Students are identified through the WIDA Access Placement Test, which is required by the state of Georgia. 

· Early Intervention Program (EIP): EIP is a push-in support service that provides additional classroom support for qualifying students using an additional teacher that is able to help identify and implement specific differentiation strategies to meet the needs of our learners. MAP testing is used to qualify for EIP services per DeKalb County School District. 

· Gifted Education: Gifted students needs are met by providing primary classroom teachers with a gifted in-field endorsement, as well as additional accelerated opportunities through a once-a-week inquiry block. While gifted students are being served outside the classroom, students inside the classroom are also engaging in academically rigorous, relevant inquiry-based learning.

· Special Education: Students that are in need of additional language services may be eligible for speech services in areas such as articulation, voice, and fluency with a licensed Speech Language Pathologist. Language-based disabilities receive specifically designed instruction by a certified Special Education Teacher. The method of service is dependent upon the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP). Services are given through the inclusion model as much as possible based on the least restrictive learning environment. When more intensive intervention is needed, a pull-out model and self-contained classes are available. Special education staff members collaborate with other grade-level teachers and support staff to ensure student learning is optimized.

Second Language Instruction

Spanish is Midvale’s second language of instruction for kindergarten through fifth grade. Spanish class provides a complete language environment. Color, texture, shape, movement, and music is used in relation to the language and culture taught. The teachers’ presence, handouts and props are strongly directed to the Spanish language learning experience. The Spanish teacher provides 45 minutes of instruction weekly.  The teacher links to the Units of Inquiry by reinforcing and supporting the on-going class curriculum. The second language instruction includes the four areas of expression: listening, speaking, reading, and writing using an extensive variety of activities: role play, songs, journals, projects, labeling, word walls, dictionary use, videos, internet exploration, and dialogues. 

Language Policy Essential Agreements

The IB PYP Team and Language Policy Team ensure that the language policy supports the PYP philosophy. Teachers, support staff, administrators and the PYP coordinator are responsible for communicating the language policy to all Midvale constituents. Midvale will ensure the language policy is implemented, understood and supported by all its constituents through staff and PTA meetings, parent workshops, website and paper communication. 

Progress in the practices will be assessed and recorded using benchmark tests, unit tests, GKIDS, MAP, ACCESS, Milestones, and informal assessments (observations/interviews). The PYP coordinator, IB team and Language Policy Team will review and revise Midvale’s language policy annually.

Language Review:

These agreements are reviewed annually. 
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