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Midvale Elementary School                                
An International Baccalaureate School

Special Education Needs Policy
Philosophy

At Midvale Elementary we believe that humans have unique learning styles and needs that must be met. We strive to make our PYP program inclusive for all members of our school community.  The International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme understands that students come to school with a variety of cultural, background, academic, physical, medical, and social-emotional needs. As a learning community, we recognize and support the diversity within our school while continuing to develop internationally-minded people.

Purpose
Our Special Education Needs Policy guides our practice:

· Providing access to the Primary Years Programme for all students

· Reflect and enhance our learning community’s goal of meeting the education needs of all students

· Organize supports for all students

· Adhere to national, state and local laws regarding Exceptional Student Education

Practice

Differentiation
At Midvale Elementary students are taught within their zone of proximal development. To meet the needs of all learners teachers use formative assessments, pre-assessments, learning inventories, observations and anecdotal notes to discover and focus on targeted instructional areas. Differentiation takes place in a variety of ways, including but not limited to:

· Small group instruction for specific skills

· Tiered lessons

· Open-ended learning

· Problem-based learning

· One-on-one instruction
· Technology assistance
· Connections

Affirming Identity and Building Self-Esteem

We provide a variety of ways to affirm and support the diverse needs of our students socially and emotionally:

· Morning Meeting times within each classroom 

· IB Citizen of the Month that correspondences to specific Learner Profile and Attitudes

· IB World Class Citizen tickets that provide school-wide positive rewards

· Programs that invite the community to join us

· Visiting the neighborhood prior to school starting to promote community engagement 

Providing Support for Special Education Services
Midvale follows all Individualized Educational Programs, per federal law. Midvale’s goal is to provide quality educational support that creates an inclusive environment for all students. The type of services depends on the student’s specific needs. Special education staff collaborates with classroom teachers to provide modifications so that students can participate in the PYP units of inquiry.

Providing Support for Gifted Students

Identified gifted students are provided with support within the classroom, as each gifted student’s homeroom teacher has a gifted endorsement. Differentiation is used to accelerate learning in specific identified areas of need. The students are served weekly by a specific gifted teacher that collaborates with the classroom teacher to ensure implementation of the PYP units of inquiry.
Special Education Needs Policy Review:

These agreements are reviewed annually. 
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